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Otis V.lJones

OCT 16, 1929 - JUL 16, 2023

R etired USAF Master Sergeant Otis V. Jones (October 16, 1929 -
July 16, 2023)

Otis V. Jones (Germantown, Tennessee) passed away peacefully on July 16, 2023. He was brought
into this world in Paraclifta, Sevier County, Arkansas on October 16, 1929, by Otis and Audie Jones
(deceased). He was the fourth of 5 children. Predeceased by his mischievous brother Harmon and
doting sisters Raye and Trudy. He is survived by his little sister Aquilla Litchford (Wesley),
DeQueen, Arkansas.

Otis married Mary Aline Stanfill (proud sister to Neal and Reverend Donald Stanfill) on June 6,
1953. What a wonderful life they had together. She passed in December 2010 after 57+ years of
marriage. He missed his wife and our mother tremendously over his last years, and often spoke of
this omission in his life.

He is proudly survived by his two sons, Gary M. Jones (Germantown, TN.), and Scott A. Jones (wife
N. Jean), of Lancaster, PA. He is also survived by many nieces and nephews in Arkansas,
Mississippi, and Tennessee.

His birth was two months after the start of the Great Depression. As the son of a sharecropper,
early life was a hard scrabble. At the ripe age of 13 he was hired and strong enough to drive a team
of mules to haul timber to the local mill. Although life during the depression was hard on the
Jones family, all survived it and became stronger from it. In 1947, Otis joined the U.S. Army Air
Corps. Unbeknownst to him, he would be in the inaugural class of the United States Air Force.
Otis loved to travel! The Air Force took him and family to many bases in the U.S. with overseas
stints in Japan (late 1940's), Spain (early 1960's), and Taiwan (1967-1968). As a 37-year-old Master
Sergeant during the Vietnam War, he was the oldest of his air crew when flying C 130's into
Vietnam, as the First Sergeant. He was looked upon for his sage advice and comfort during trying
times, by his much younger peers. Otis was awarded 15 medals and ribbons during his USAF
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career. This included a Bronze Star for Meritorious Service for his stint in Taiwan/Vietnam. He
was so proud to have served his country.

Otis retired from the Air Force after 21 proud years of service. He went on to work and retire (as
the Branch 60 Finance Supervisor) for Sperry New Holland Farm Equipment Mfg. Otis wasn't
one to sit around, after his second retirement he worked at Community Bank of Germantown
and Bank of Bartlett as a Compliance Officer. Finally, he retired at the age of 70 to spend time
with his wife and hound dogs, JoJo, Frandy, and Roxy (not all at the same time!). Otis was a devout
Christian. He was a member of Covenant Baptist Church in Collierville, TN. and presided over
Adult Bible Study at Kirby Woods Baptist Church for many years.

Although he will be greatly missed, we (his sons and extended family) acknowledge Otis is in a
much better place with his wife, parents, brother, sisters, in-laws, and many of his friends who
passed before him. He had a great life and all that can be said is thank you so much and a JOB
WELL DONE!

Funeral Services will be held on Tuesday, July 25, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. at Memorial Park
Mausoleum Rotunda. Visitation will be held an hour prior to services, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
at Memorial Park Funeral Home, in the Peabody Visitation Suite.
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Visitation

=] Tuesday, July 25, 2023 o L
(® 1:00 AM - 2:00 PM cst

@ Memorial Park Funeral Home
5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119 -
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@ Memorial Park Funeral Home- Peabody Suite.

Funeral Service

ﬁ Tuesday, July 25, 2023 ° @
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@ Memorial Park Mausoleum Rotunda
5668 Poplar Avenue, Memphis TN 38119
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=35.1054239,-89.8725823
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=35.1054604,-89.8727774

Tribute Wall Otis V. Jones
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Lois Holcomb posted:

Otis was a fine Godly man, hard worker, and a Great Friend to our family. God Bless his family.

July 22 at 10:08 AM

@ Karen Dykes July 25 at 3:56 AM
Otis Jones was my supervisor at Sperry New Holland when | was hired in 1983. Seeing the

picture below of the wedding in 1986, that is how | remember him. | enjoyed working with him,
and was grateful to have a Christian supervisor. Many fond memories in the Branch 60 office
on Delp Street. Praying for your family. | know | will see him again in Heaven one day. Karen
Franks Dykes 7/25/2023

@ Jenny Dyson July 23 at 6:22 PV
Thanks for the sweet pictures... Otis was my touchstone. He will be missed more than words

can say. "Well done, thy good & faithful servant”.

Scott A. Jones shared 9 photos to the Otis V. Jones and Family album.

July 21at 6:44 AM

Lou And Art posted:

Otis was a great man and an inspiration for many. We will always remember his visits and his
hospitality. Our love from all to his sons.

July 21at 6:50 AM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Jones family.

July 21at 6:44 AM
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Scott A. Jones shared 9 photos to the Otis V. Jones and Family album. July 22 at 8:09 AM

Dad In Jenny's Kitchen

@ Scott A. Jones July 22 at 12:36 PM
Dad pulling his Master Sergeant’s rank and taking over Jenny's Kitchen!
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Dad as the guest of Honor at Gary and Jenny's
home in EADS. Donnie and Lesa Stanfill also
attended

@ Scott A. Jones July 22 at 12:29 PM
Dad's 90th Birthday. October 16, 2019.
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Dad with Elvis the hound, Scott at Graceland
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Dad with Jean, Elvis and Roxy.

Otis V. Jones

OCT 16, 1929 - JUL 16, 2023

DEPARTMENT OF ‘i 12 AIR FORCE
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL
HAS BEEN AWARDED TO
FOR

MERITORIOUS SERVICE
15 May 1967 1o 13 Auguat 1948

DEI MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
AT DAY OF  oCTORER 106

Dad's Bronze Star Certificate USAF
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CLTATION 70 ACCOMPANY THE AARD OF
| DU mowE sTAR veoan
W e 208 wen
OTIS V. JonEs
Master Sergeant Otis v, Anguts|
Ching aneeIvice as Firat Sergaant, 176th Faceical ALFILEC
1963, Chuan Kang. Taivan, from 15 Hay 1967 to 15 .

Dad's Bronze Star Letter

x. %
Jones dist: hed himself by meri=
Squadron,

Otis V. Jones
OCT 16, 1929 - JUL 16, 2023

Dad’s Certificate for Graduating from the Strategic
Air Command Noncommissioned Officers Academy
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Dad at home. Christmas 2022 Mom & Dad with Gary at Scott & Jean's
Wedding Aug 2, 1986
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Otis by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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